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The “FOCUS” newsletter is a publication of the Pierce County Coalition for Developmental Disabilities (PC2) and is 
produced four times each year.  It is available to view and download by visiting www.pc2online.org.  

PC2 is comprised of both individuals & organizations of parents, guardians, professionals, & other partners interested in 
the well-being of individuals with developmental disabilities. Opportunities to gain information, education, & networking 
are available through our newsletter, website at www.pc2online.org, topical 
meetings/forums, & our Resource Guide.  

PC2 provides education on the legislative process regarding policies & 
funding which allow families & individuals choice, control, & flexibility. 

The PC2 office is open are Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., and Friday 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.  Please visit anytime for information, resources, brochures, or 
help with Internet searches.

If you have info on classes, conferences, or events, or other items to share, 
please submit to: 

PC2, 3716 Pacific Avenue #A, Tacoma, WA  98418-7836
253-564-0707 (T)  |  253-564-0702 (F)  |  1-877-DD-LINKS (T/F)    
E-mail: info@pc2online.org Web: www.pc2online.org
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PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

From the Director’s Desk . . . 
 
Dear Families & Friends of PC2: 
 
Greetings!  Let me introduce myself! 
 
I’m Michele Lehosky, the new Director at PC2.  I moved to Washington in 
1994.  My 36-year-old son Kyle experiences the condition of Down 
Syndrome.  He went to school in the Peninsula School District.  I also have 
two older sons and three grandchildren.  Kyle and I live in Gig Harbor, where 
Kyle lives his best life!  He worked for a while at the Ram in Lakewood 
rolling silverware, where he was employee of the month a few times.  He 
currently volunteers at MultiCare in Gig Harbor delivering inter-office mail.  I 
formerly worked for PAVE as the Program Director for Pierce County Parent 
2 Parent.  I was excited for the opportunity to come and be a part of PC2, as I was part of a group of 
parents who sat around a kitchen table in 1995, who met to talk about what families who had children that 
experience developmental disabilities needed to be successful.  The advocacy those parents came 
together to provide helped make change happen.  We shared information and resources.  We helped 
each other to understand the alphabet soup of state agencies and programs.  We were a mighty group!   
 
Nationwide, Special Education and IDEA came about because of groups of parents who were also sitting 
around kitchen tables, sharing positive and possible outcomes for their sons and daughters who 
experience developmental disabilities.  These sons and daughters are now able to attend their home 
schools because of these advocacy efforts.  Pre-existing conditions were eliminated from healthcare 
clauses for our kids because of these advocacy efforts.   
 
We discussed what we needed - to have information provided in a way we could understand it.  We 
needed to understand the systems.  We took trainings on how to be better leaders and advocate 
legislatively.  We needed to understand the history of where we came from.   
 
I am proud to be part of that group that included Tracy Vandewall (Founder of PC2), Maureen Bala 
(parent), Linda Rolfe (former Director of DDA), anita delight (former Region 3 Administrator of DDA), 
Betty Johnston (former Director of P2P with PAVE), and the rest of my PAVE family.  All these individuals 
listened to parents stories and, through those stories, helped them move toward the outcomes that 
families and individuals needed.  They were brave enough to step up and force us to take a hard look, 
with no right or wrong path.  Whatever their sons and daughters needed was the right answer for them. 
 
Change wouldn’t have happened if it hadn’t been for the very powerful stories families shared.  Parents 
are so busy living day-to-day and caring for their loved one with developmental disabilities that they don’t 
always have time to advocate or share those important stories.  Everyday life showcases how families 
and individuals live in their communities.  Everybody’s story is important to share. 
 
I am also grateful to have had BethAnn Garteiz as my mentor when I started here at PC2.  She has 
provided outstanding leadership at PC2 since 2012.  I’m also grateful BethAnn hasn’t really retired (yet!), 
but has merely changed her focus to work within our Housing Program, which provides down payment 
assistance to first-time home-buyers with a son/daughter who experiences a developmental disability.   
 
Just like the “old days,” we want to encourage you to continue to share your stories with us.  We will be 
setting up a way for you to videotape your message (or put it in writing).  We will be collecting family 
stories to help you realize you are not alone.  Your stories make a difference.  Our journeys are 
important.  The power is in YOUR story!  Change never comes about if people don’t speak up and show 
up.  This is your opportunity!  We are listening. 
 
I look forward to the opportunity to talk with you in our journeys together.  Call us anytime! 
 
Michele 
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